
Phase I of the ECpE Building Addition and Coover 
Hall Renovations Project was completed in April 
2008. This $16.5 million first phase facility created 
23,000 square feet of state-of-the-art classrooms, 
and research and teaching laboratories equipped 
with the latest equipment and technology for 
students and faculty. 

New classrooms and laboratories for teaching and 
research allow Iowa State’s electrical and computer 
engineering programs to recruit and retain top 
students and faculty, positioning the program as 
one of the best in the nation. 

Private support to this project was made during 
Campaign Iowa State: With Pride and Purpose, the 
university’s $800 million fundraising effort that was 
publicly launched last October (2007).

In 1947, the first use of the term “bug” was recorded in a data notebook at Harvard University 
referring to a moth that had flown into a research computer and caused a circuit to malfunction, thus 
coining popular the phrase “debugging a computer program.” The Moth, the first sculpture of its 
kind by Mac Adams, is a sculpture of contrasts. Although its subject matter appears to be delicate, 
the material Adams chose for this piece is heavy and full of mass. The three marble slabs within the 
sculpture combine to form the image of a moth. As the focal point of the sculpture, the image of the 
moth is created through the negative forms of the marble, creating a window in which light casts a 
shadow of a moth upon the concrete surface.  This legend of the computer “bug” resonates within 
the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering.
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Bradley,

Thank you so much for sending your memorial donation in the name of your 
father, Gordon Alfred Cook (EE’48).  He had a great career with Iowa Electric 
Light and Power Company (now Aliant Energy) and will be missed.  Your kind 
donation will assist the department in furthering our mission to educate the next 
generation of engineers.

Sincerely,

Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering

Thank you!.indd   1 4/26/16   10:15 AM

Emily Benda



