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We’re not your average Michigan Avenue hotel. We’re your 
host to help you experience Chicago to its fullest. Magnificent 
shopping. Renowned dining. Chicago’s top attractions – Navy 
Pier, American Girl Place, Millennium Park, Theaters and 
Museums – all just a walk away. 

And when you are done exploring, we’ve got renovated luxury 
Chicago hotel rooms to relax and recharge. With 68,000 sq. 
ft. of versatile event space, we are a Chicago luxury hotel 
that provides a polished setting for productive business 
engagements, cherished social gatherings, and elegant 
wedding receptions.

Discover the M.I. Greatroom, where business and pleasure 
come together in an expansive, comfortable, social space. 
Grab a bite at Rush Street Pantry, our new lobby marketplace 
concept featuring Chef-crafted food focusing on fast, fresh, 
gourmet options. Or, have it delivered directly to your room.

At Chicago Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile Hotel, we 
don’t want to just be your place to stay; we want to help you 
travel brilliantly.

For more information about things to do in Chicago, 
visit: http://www.choosechicago.com/things-to-do/

AEJMC Chicago 2017: My Kind of Town
Aug. 9-12, 2017

Chicago Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile
540 Michigan Ave.
Chicago, Ill. 60611
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Several pre-conference workshops on Tuesday, Aug. 8 related 
to the new communication landscape.  Google, hacking, 
Facebook, and the digital age – topics of this year’s workshops 
cover the range of issues that impact mass communication 
and journalism today.  For example, Small Programs Interest 
Group is sponsoring a workshop from 1-5 p.m. on methods 
for teaching digital storytelling and for putting courses online.  
There will be eight panelists from across the country from both 
education and private industry sharing expert advice.  There 
is also a workshop on teaching traditional journalistic skills, 
such as how to teach fact checking and accountability.  This 
session will be 8 a.m. to noon, is sponsored by the American 
Press Institute, and incudes a panel of four industry experts and 
faculty who will share best practices and sample exercises for 
teaching journalistic reporting.  Finally the Elected Standing 
Committee on teaching is hosting a workshop from 1-5 p.m. 
for adjuncts and instructors on the “nuts and bolts” of teaching 
journalism and mass communication.  This session will 
include faculty from the committee who will discuss syllabus 
development, classroom behavior to look out for, and how to 
deal with technology in the classroom.  

Wednesday’s Best Practices in Teaching.  The Standing 
Committee of Teaching will host a presentation of the 
winning entries in the Teaching Best Practices competition.  
The best cases in online and blended learning include an 
example of global communication between students from 
different countries; the use of Twitter to connect students with 
professionals; the application of social media for collaborative 
learning; and a look at a journalism history class that used 
online activities to engage students. 

Thursday’s Big Session of Big Data.  Everyone is talking about 
big data and the Standing Committee on Teaching is having a 
plenary panel Thursday, Aug. 10 on the implications of big data 
on teaching journalism and mass communication. The panelists 
include Edward Carl Malthouse from Northwestern, Deen 
Freelon from American University, Jolie Marting from Pinterest, 
Thomas Lento from Facebook, and Laurie Thomas Lee from 
University of Nebraska Lincoln.  Seth Lewis from University 
of Minnesota will moderate.  The session will dive into the 
different types and sources of data that relate to our field and 
the ramifications of using data in teaching and research.  

Friday, Aug. 11 features panels on unique teaching topics. 
Particularly unique are Saturday’s sessions on teaching. For 
example, the Community College Journalism Association 
is hosting a panel on how to turn your program into “an 
experimental lab.” The Magazine and Visual Communication 
Divisions is holding a “Teaching Marathon” with TEN panelists 
discussing such topics as visual presentation, news literacy, 
partnering with service-learning organizations to advance 
visual literacy, and teaching multimedia narrative. Plus there 
is a session by Law and Policy Division cosponsored with the 
Entertainment Studies Interest Group on teaching taboo topics.

Saturday, Aug. 12 there are 10 whopping sessions devoted 
to teaching issues. Starting at 9:15 a.m. and running through 
until 2:15 pm, several divisions are coordinating simultaneous 
teaching panel sessions worth attending. Media Management 
and Economics has partnered with Communication Technology 
on a panel about open educational resources and massive 
open online courses. The Public Relations Division will be 
having their top teaching papers presented. Scholastic 
Journalism and the Internship and Careers Interest Group 
put together panelists from high schools to discuss teaching 
digital skills. The Political Communication Interest Group 
partnered with Communicating Science, Health, Environment 
and Risk Division to present on innovative methods for student 
engagement. Late morning, there are three simultaneous 
teaching panels. The Community College Journalism 
Association and the Communication Technology Division 
covers analytics and why it is one of the most important things 
to teach students. The Commission on the Status of Women 
and the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Interest Group have 
a six-person panel on teaching gender in journalism and mass 
communication courses. The Entertainment Studies Interest 
Group and the Electronic News Division will present their panel 
on “Accessing Hollywood: Using Entertainment News to Foster 
Learning and Understanding.” Finally, Religion and Media and 
Small Programs Interest Groups will host a panel on teaching 
religion writing and working on religion in newsrooms.

AEJMC Chicago 2017: Conference Planning Tips
The following sessions might be helpful to faculty who are working on tenure or promotion.  These sessions 
were selected by the AEJMC Elected Standing Committee on Teaching.  Look for (TIPS) to indicate sessions.



3

The programming groups within the Council of Divisions 
of the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communication invite submission of original, non-published, 
English language only research papers to be considered for 
presentation at the AEJMC Conference, August 9-12, 2017, 
in Chicago, Ill. Specific requirements for each competition — 
including limits on paper length — are spelled out in the listing 
of groups and research chairs that appear below. Papers are to 
be submitted in English only.

1. Submit the paper to the AEJMC group appropriate to 
the paper’s topic. Format should be Word, WordPerfect, 
or a PDF. PDF format is strongly encouraged. 
The paper must be uploaded to the server no later than 
11:59 P.M. (Central Daylight Time) Wednesday, April 1, 
2017.

2. Also upload a paper abstract of no more than 75 
words.

3. Completely fill out the online submission form with 
author(s) name, affiliation, mailing address, telephone 
number, and email address. The title should be printed 
on the first page of the text and on running heads on 
each page of text, as well as on the title page. Do NOT 
include author’s name on running heads or title page. 
Papers uploaded with author’s identifying information 
WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR REVIEW AND WILL 
AUTOMATICALLY BE DISQUALIFIED FROM THE 
COMPETITION. ALL AEJMC DIVISIONS, INTEREST 
GROUPS AND COMMISSION PAPER SUBMISSIONS 
WILL ABIDE BY THIS RULE WITHOUT EXCEPTION. NOTE: 
Follow instructions on how to submit a clean paper for 
blind reviewing.

4.  Papers are accepted for peer review on the 
understanding that they are not already under 
review for other conferences and that they have been 
submitted to only ONE AEJMC group for evaluation. 
Papers accepted for the AEJMC Conference should 
not have been presented to other conferences or 
published in scholarly or trade journals prior to 
presentation at the conference.

5. Student papers compete on an equal footing in open 
paper competitions unless otherwise specified by the 
individual division or interest group. Individual group 
specifications are appended to this uniform call.

6. Papers submitted with both faculty and student 
authors will be considered faculty papers and are not 
eligible for student competitions.

7. At least one author of an accepted faculty paper 
must attend the conference to present the paper. If 
student authors cannot be present, they must make 
arrangements for the paper to be presented.

8. If a paper is accepted, and the faculty author does not 
present the paper at the conference, and if a student 
author does not make arrangements for his/her 
paper to be presented by another, then that paper’s 
acceptance status is revoked. It may not be included 
on a vita.

9. Authors will be advised whether their paper has 
been accepted by May 20 and may access a copy 
of reviewers’ comments from the online server. 
Contact the paper chair if you are not notified or have 
questions about paper acceptance.

Special note: Authors who have submitted papers and have not 
been notified by May 20, MUST contact the division or interest 
group paper chair for acceptance information. The AEJMC 
Central Office may not have this information available.

Authors of accepted papers retain copyright of their papers and 
are free to submit them for publication after presentation at the 
conference.

Important Paper Submissions Information
• Upload papers for the AEJMC 2017 Chicago 

Conference beginning January 15, 2017. Paper submitters 
should follow instructions on the front page of the 
submission site to create your account and complete the 
information required.

• Deadline for paper submissions is April 1, 2017, at 11:59 
p.m. CDT. Any submissions after this time will not be 
accepted.

2017 AEJMC Conference Paper Call
All research papers must be uploaded through an online server to the group appropriate to the paper’s 
topic. The following uniform call will apply to ALL AEJMC paper competitions. Additional information 
specific to an individual group’s call is available at the end of the uniform call information.

For more information, visit www.aejmc.org/home/scholarship/
convention-papers/.
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There are plenty of world-famous attractions in Chicago that 
are worth every penny, but you don’t have to dig deep into 
your pockets to enjoy an array of wonderful and affordable 
experiences. Here’s the lowdown on FREE things to do in 
Chicago and cheap ways to get the most out of your visit.

Three amazing Chicago favorites are always open and always 
free. Animal lovers head to Lincoln Park Zoo, which offers 
incredible skyline views within Chicago’s expansive Lincoln 
Park. From new babies being welcomed to the world to new 
habitats like Regenstein Macaque Forest to favorites like 
Farm-in-the-Zoo, this year-round option always pleases.

Check out the mind-bending reflections at Cloud Gate (the 
“Bean”) in Millennium Park. Be sure to snap a photo at this 
year-round beauty — it’s just one of the city’s eye-catching 
pieces of public art. The summer season brings FREE outdoor 
music concerts, film screenings and workouts to the park’s Jay 
Pritzker Pavilion and Great Lawn. To cool off, splash around the 
shallow wading pool that collects around the famous Crown 
Fountain, two interactive video towers that spout water from 
their digital faces.

With 50 acres filled with gardens, amuseument rides, shops, 
eateries and attractions, it’s no surprise that the colorful 
playground Navy Pier remains a top Midwest tourist 
destination. There’s no cost to enter and just a stroll along the 
waterfront boardwalk to see the downtown horizon is worth a 
trip. On top of that, FREE fireworks at Navy Pier fill the sky each 
summer from Memorial Day to Labor Day so stick around each 
Wednesday and Saturday night.

Chicago: My Kind of Town
If your tastebuds are your guide, make sure to check out local 
neighborhood eateries for ethnic fare that is sure to spice up 
your visit. Fill up with a bowl of Vietnamese phoalong Argyle 
Street in Uptown, grab a Puerto Rican jibarito sandwich along 
Division Street in Humboldt Park or go the taco/chips and 
salsa route in the Mexican community of Pilsen. And that’s 
just a sampling of the low-cost delights. Between Greektown, 
Chinatown, Little Italy and beyond, flavorful gems await just 
outside of downtown.

And several of the city’s famed local specialties — the Italian 
beef, Chicago-style hot dog and Polish sausage — are 
sold at restaurants and casual fast-food stands across the 
neighborhoods. Stuff yourself with what is essentially a full 
meal between a bun and you’ll not only get a true taste 
of Chicago’s classic foods, it will only set you back a few bucks.
 

For more information about things to do in Chicago, visit: 
http://www.choosechicago.com/things-to-do/.


